
SOII{E HISTORY SURROUNDING THE TRANSF'ER OF THE G. P. S. REGATTA TO

NEPEAN RIVER,  PENRITH,  N .S .W.  IN  1936  No tes  by  Mr  D  Bowden (May ,1 !

T h e  N .  S .  W .  G .  P .  S  .  R e g a t t a  w a s  t r a n s f e r r e d  f r o m  t h e  P a r r a m a t t a  R i v e :

t h e  N e p e a n  R i v e r  i n  L 9 3 6 ,  s o m e  5  6  y e a r s  a g o .  I n  t h e  i n t e r e s t

p reserv ing  h is to ry  ,  I  have  p repared  some no tes  f rom memory  regar (

t h i s  o c c u r r e n c e .  T h e r e f  o r e  I  s t r e s s  t h a t  w h a t  I  w r j - t e  h e r e  r e q u .

r e v i s i o n  a n d  c h e c k i n g  f o r  a c c u r a c y .

n '

T h e  m i d -  1 9 3 0 s  w e r e  f a s c i n a t i n g  y e a r s  i n  t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  G r e a t  P u l

Schoo l -s  Rowing  .  In  L934 ,  f  o r  examp le  ,  Sydney  Grammar  Schoo l  had  won

C h a m p i o n s h i p ,  m a k i n g  h i s t o r y  b y  c h o o s i n g  t o  r o w  i n  t h e i r  I

r p r a c t i c e  I  E i g h t  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  t u r b u l e n t  w a t e r  c o n d i - t i o n s .  T h e  s t :

wes te r l y  w ind  beh ind  the  c rews  con t r ibu ted  to  the  then  record  t ime  (

m i n u t e s  3 8 . 5  s e c o n d s .  I n  1 9 3 5  S y d n e y  C h u r c h  o f  E n g l a n d  G r a m m a r  S c l

won  the  J -as t  Schoo ls  Championsh ip  on  the  Par ramat ta  R ive r ,  u !

sw ive ls  fo r  the  f j - r s t  t ime  in  the j - r  boa t  i ns tead  o f  the  o ld  poppe '

A 1 1  r o w i n g  c l u b s  i n  N . S . W .  a n d  t h e  o t h e r  G . P . S .  s c h o o l s  h a d  t r a n s f e :

to  sw ive l -s  soon  a f  te r  the  N .  S  .  W.  E igh t  '  s  w in  in  the  L929  K ings  Cu t r

P e r t h  ( N . S . W ' s  f i r s t  v i c t o r y  s i n c e  1 9 1 1 ) .

T h e  f i n i s h i n g  l i n e  f o r  t h e  G . P . S .  c o u r s e  a t  t h i s  t i m e  w a s  a t  C a b a :

Whar f  .  Fo r  many  years  the  f  i n i sh  had  been  a t  G l -adesv i l l e  Po in t ,  bu t

a  n u m b e r  o f  r e a s o n s ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  b e t t e r  v a n t a g e  p o i n t  p r o v i d e d

C a b a r i t a  P a r k  f o r  t h e  h u g e  n u m b e r  o f  o n s h o r e  s p e c t a t o r s ,  t h e  f i n i s l

l i ne  by  th i s  t ime  had  been  moved  up  r i ve r  to  the  Cabar i ta  loca t ion .

*  P o p p e t s  t h e  p o p p e t  c o n s i s t e o  o f  t w o  h a r d w o o d  p l u g s ,  c a l l e d  t l

p i - n s ,  w i t h  a  g r o o v e d  r e c e s s  t o  h o l d  t h e  m a r l i n e  ( o r  m a r l i n  )  g r e t

l i g h t  r o p e .  A  t r i a n g u l a r  l e a t h e r  b u t t o n  k e p t  t h e  o a r  i n  p o s i t i o n  i n

w o r k i n g  a r e a .
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By 1936  the  Nepean  R ive r  had  been  the  scene  o f  a  number  o f '  1

s u c c e s s f u l  s e n i o r  r o w i n g  o h a m p i o n s h i p s .  T h i s  n o  d o u b t  i n f l u e n c e d

d e c  j - s i o n - m a k i n g  p r o c e s s  o f  t h e  A .  A .  G .  P .  S .  C o m m i t t e e .  I n  L 9 2 7  ,

e x a m p l e ,  t h e  A u s t r a l i a n  i n t e r - V a r s i t y  C h a m p i o n s h i p s  h a d  b e e n  h e l d  t l

w i t h  m u c h  s u c c e , s s ,  t h e  r i v e r  b e i n g  a c c l a i m e d  a s  ;  f  i n e  r o w i n g  c o u :

I n  1 9 2 8  t h e  N .  S  .  W .  R o w i n g  A s s o c i a t i o n  c h o s e  t h e  N e p e a n  R i v e r  a s

venue  fo r  the  Aus t ra l i an  Rowing  and  Scu lJ . ing  Championsh ips .  The  K .

C u p ,  h e l d  o v e r  a  d i s t a n c e  o f  3  m j - I e s  ( f r o m  t h e  o t h e r  s i d e  o f  G l e n b :

Creek  a t  "  The  Nar rows  "  )  ,  was  won  by  Wes t  Aus t ra l - i a  in  the  t ime  o l

m inu tes  and  5  0  seconds  .  The  renowned H.  R .  Pearce  won  the  Scu l .

C h a m p i o n s h i p  f o r  t h e  t h i r d  s u c c e s s j - v e  o c c a s i o n  i n  t h e  e x c e l l e n t  t i m r

1 5  m i n u t e s  a n d  3 0 . 4  s e c o n d s .

Bu t  i t  was  more  the  p rob lems o f  the  Par ramat ta  R ive r  ra ther  than

a t t r a c t i o n s  o f  t h e  N e p e a n  w h i c h  i n s t i g a t e d  t h e  c h a n g e  o f  v e n u e  f o r

A . A . G .  P .  S .  R e g a t t a .  T h e  a n n u a l  S c h o o l s  C h a m p i o n s h i p  o n  t h e  P a r r a m r

R i v e r  h a d  c o m e  t o  a t t r a c t  h u g e  f l e e t s  o f  l a u n c h e s ,  r o w i n g  b o i

s k i f f s ,  t u g b o a t s  a n d  f e r r i e s ,  s o m e  m o o r e d  a t  p r e c a r i o u s  a n g l e s  \

l a rge  c rowds  o f  peop le  on  board .  The  s  t rong  e l -ement  o f  po ten '

d i s a s t e r  t h u s  e n g e n d e r e d  w a s  f u r t h e r  i n t e n s i f i e d  w h e n  t h e  ' l o u d  , l

w a s  f i r e d  a s  a  s i g n a l  f o r  '  t h e  b o o m  a c r o s s  t h e  r i v e r r  t o  b e  r e m o v e (

t h a t  m o o r e d  c r a f t  c o u l d  u p - a n c h o r  a n d  g o  h e l t e r - s k e l t e r  d o w n  t h e  r .

a h e a d  o f  t h e  f i e l d  a  s p e c t a c l e  o f  s u r g i n g  c r a f t  a n d  w a v e s .  A

resu l t  the re  g rew an  inc reas ing  concern  on  the  par t  o f  reg , i

o f  f  j - c i a L s ,  w a t e r  a u t h o r i t i e s  a n d  m a s t e r s  o f  v e s s e l - s  f o r  t h e  s a f e t l

s p e c t a t o r s  a n d  p a r t i c i p a n t s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  t h e  v e r y  y o u n g  a n d  o J . d .

There  were  o ther  advan tages  in  t rans  fe r r ing  to  the  Nepean  .  The  w(

was  norma l l y  p lac id  the re ,  w i th  c rews  apparen t l y  compet ing  on  e (

te rms  w i thou t  regard  to  the  wh ims  o f  w ind  and  t i de ,  fac to rs  tha t  \

a l w a y s  i n  p l a y  o n  t h e  P a r r a m a t t a .  A n d  t h e r e  w a s  n o  n e e d  f o r  H e a t s

the  p rev ious  Wednesday ,  6 rs  a l l  e igh t  c rews  cou ld  be  accommodated  in

o n e  c h a m p i o n s h i p  F i n a l ,  p r o v i d i n g  a  s p e c t a c l e  o f  G .  P .  S  .  e i g h t - o t

r a c i n g  h i t h e r t o  u n s e e n .

t o  t r a n s  f  e r r i - n g  t h e  r a c e  t o  P e n r i t h ,  e x p r e s s e dT h e  m a i n  o b j  e c t i o n
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par t i - cu la r l y  by  Br  Lou is  ,  the  Headmas te r  o f  S t  Joseph  '  s  CoJ- lege  ,

t h e  c o n c e r n  o f  s c h o o l  a d m i n i s t r a t o r s  r e g a r d i n g  t h e  s a f e  t r a n s p o r t

the i r  pup i l s  to  the  Nepean ,  and  the  po ten t ia l -  damage to  expens

row ing  equ i -pment  in  t rans i t  .  However ,  the  advan tages  o f  the  move  r

deemed to  ou twe igh  the  d isadvan tages .

O n  S a t u r d a y ,  1 8 t h  A p r i l  1 9 3 6 ,  d r r  e s t i m a t e d  c r o w d  o f  s o m e  3 5 , 0 0 0  p e o l

i n c l u d i n g  s c h o o l b o y s ,  t h e i r  f a m i l i e s  a n d  t h e  g e n e r a l  p u b l i c ,  w i t n e r

t h e  f  i r s t  G .  P .  S .  R e g a t t a  o n  t h e  N e p e a n  R i v e r ,  w i t h  a l - I  s c h <

c o m p e t i n g  i n  p o s i t i o n s  f r o m  L a n e  I  o n  t h e  P e n r i t h  s h o r e  t o  L a n e  I

the  Emu P l -a  ins  bank  .  The  Championsh ip  E igh ts  raced  over  a  d is  tance

L ,  m i l e s ,  w h i l e  t h e  F i r s t  a n d  S e c o n d  F o u r s  c o m p e t e d  o v e r  t h e  1  r

course .  These  were  the  days  tha t  p receded  the  inc l -us ion  o f  the  Se<

E igh t  and  Th i rd  and  Four th  Four  even ts .  A l l  c rews  rowed th rough

arches  o f  the  Ra i lway  Br idge .  The  f  i n i sh ing  l - i ne  was  marked  on  one  I

b y  a  t e l e g r a p h  p o l e  a t  t h e  t o p  o f  t h e  r a m p  j u s t  o u t s i d e  t h e  e n t r a n c t

the  Nepean  C l -ub  I  s  boa tshed  ,  and  on  the  o ther  by  an  a l ignment  pos  t

t h e  E m u  P l a i n s  s i d e ,  n e a r  t o  w h i c h  w a s  a  l i t t l e  s a n d y  b e a c h ,  a b o u t

i n  l e n g t h ,  f  a m i l i a r l y  k n o w n  a s  "  L j - t t l e  M a n I y "  .  S u b s e q u e n t  f  l o o d s  1

i t  a w a y .

T h e  r e s u l t s  t h a t  d a y  w e r e :

C h a m p i o n  E i g h t s  :  1  .  S t  J o s e p h '  s ;  2 .  S y d n e y  G r a m m a r ;  3  .  S h o r e .  M a r g -

>4  len  g th ,  L ,  l eng th .  T ime :  7  m inu tes  ,  56% seconds  .

F i r s t  F o u r s  r  l . S t  J o s e p h ' s ;  2 .  S h o r e ;  3 .  S y d n e y  G r a m m a r .  M a r g i n s :  3 ' ,

5  m i n u t e s ,  4 9  . 2  s e c o n d s .1  l e n g t h .  T i m e :

S e c o n d  F o u r s  :  1 .  S h o r e ; 2 .  S y d n e y  H i g h  t  3 .  S t  J o s e P h r s  .

m i n u t e s  ,  5 2 . 5  s e c o n d s .

M a r g i n :

I e n g t h ,  1  l e n g t h .  T i m e :  5

I t  m a y  c o m e  a s  a  s u r p r i s e  t o d a y  t h a t  S t  J o s e p h ' s  w o n  t h e  r a c e  i

seven  year  o ld  boa t ,  bu i l t  by  Gus  Green  fo r  the  Co l lege  in  L929  .  1

"  o ld  war r io r  "  ,  as  i t  was  re f  e r red  to  ,  had  won  the  Head  o f  the  R i -ve r

L 9 3 2  ,  L 9  3  3  a n d  L 9 3 6 ,  d s  w e l - 1  a s  m a n y  o t h e r  M a i d e n  a n d  J u n i - o r  E  j

r a c e s  i n  t h a t  t i m e .  T h i s  w a s  t h e  e r a  w h e n  r a c i n g  b o a t s  o f  c €
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c o n s t r u c t i o n  w e r e  b e i n g  r e p l a c e d  b y  b o a t s  c o n s t r u c t e d  o f  p l y w o o d ,  w t

p r o v i d e d  m o r e  s t r e n g t h ,  h e n c e  a  l o n g e r  l i f e  a n d  a  c o n s i d e r t

r e d u c t i o n  i n  t h e  c o s t s  o f  r e p a i r  a n d  m a i n t e n a n c e .

Mr  Bern ie  Wi l - I i ams  o f  the  Haber f ie l -d  Rowing  C lub  was  coach  o f

w i n n i n g  c r e w ,  h a v i n g  a l - s o  b e e n  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  t h e  S t  J o s e p h '  s  w i n s

L932  and  1933 .  Bern ie  had  a  qu ie t  demeanour .  He  was  a  humb le  pers (

i t  was  re lax ing  and  a  p f  easure  to  be  in  h j - s  company .  He  was  he lc

h igh  es teem by  the  schoo lboy  oarsmen.  Dur ing  these  years  he  was  .

s o J - e  s e l e c t o r  f o r  t h e  N .  S . W .  R o w i n g  A s s o c i a t i o n  I  s  c r e w s ,  s € l e c t i n g

E i g h t  f o r  t h e  A u s t r a l i a n  C h a m p i o n s h i p  a n d  K i n g s  C u p  ( 3  m i l e s ) ,  a s  \

as  the  S ta te  rep resen ta t i ve  in  the  Aus t ra l i an  Scu l - l i ng  Championsh j -1

P r e s i d e n t ' s  C u p  ( 2 1  m i l e s  )  .

In  L936  the  Aus t ra l i an  Championsh ips  were  he ld  on  the  Swan R ive r

P e r t h .  A s  c o x s w a i n  i n  t h e  N .  S .  W .  s q u a d ,  I  t h e r e f o r e  d i d  n o t  a c t u t

s e e  t h e  f i r s t ,  h i s t o r i c  G .  P .  S .  R e g a t t a  o n  t h e  N e p e a n  R i v e r ,  d s

squad  had  le f t  Sydney  by  t ra in  the  p rev ious  even ing ,  head ing

Me lbourne ,  then  to  Ade la ide  and  Ka lgoor l - i e .  The  pho tograph  be l -ow t t

t he  s to ry

M e m b e r s  o f  t h e  N .  S  .  W .  E i g h t  a t  i a t g o o r l i e  W .  A .  e n  l o u t e  t o  P e r t h
the Aus t ra l - ian Championships on 2nd Flay ,  L9 3 6 .  Sunday morning i :
Ka lgoor l i e  s t ree t ,  read ing  newspaper  accoun ts  o f  the  inaugura l  G .  F
R e g a t t a  o n  t h e  N e p e a n  R i v e r  ,  I S t h  A p r i l  ,  L 9 3 6 .  F r o m  r i g h t :  S i d  R a
( c o a c h ) ,  M o n t y  B u c k h a m ,  E d  B u c k l e y  ( m g r ) ,  S t a n  M c G i l v r a y ,  J o h n  B u r r
(  s t roke  )  ,  B i l l  Campbe l l ,  Duncan  Bagge t t ,  Doug  Bowden (  cox  )  .  B i l - l  Thc
t o o k  t h e  p h o t o .  A b s e n t :  T e d  B r o m l e y ,  B i t l  D i x o n ,  J a c k  F i s h e r .

The  year  1936  was  towards  the  end  o f  the  Grea t  Depress ion  tha t
t roub led  the  wor l -d  s ince  1929 .  Many  spor tsmen when  t rave l l i ng  chose
w e a r  t h e  " p l u s  f o u r s "  s e e n  i n  t h i s  p h o t o g r a p h  b e i n g  c r e a s e l e s s  t
doub led  as  n igh twear  when ,  wrapped  in  a  b lanke t ,  the  t rave l le rs  s l
o n  t h e  t r a i n  f l o o r  o r  s e a t .  T h e  c o s t  o f  " s l e e p e r s "  w a s  w e l l  b e y o n d
b u d g e t  o f  m o s t  s p o r t i n g  o r g a n i s a t i o n s  i n  t h o s e  d a y s .
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