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New South Wales Union of Rowers Incorporated 

Founded in 1931 as the New South Wales Union of Old Oarsmen 

 

ANNUAL REPORT AND FINANCIAL STATEMENT 
 FOR THE YEAR ENDING 30th JUNE 2023 

 

FOR CONSIDERATION AT THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

AT SYDNEY ROWING CLUB ON 27TH AUGUST, AT 10.30am 

2022-23 OFFICERS 

 

Patron: Geoff McIntyre AM 

President: John Johnson (2 year term due for elecƟon in 2024) 

Deputy President: Liam James   (2 year term due for elecƟon in 2024) 

Vice Presidents: Anthony Brown, Brian Guthrie, Phillip TiƩerton OAM 

Elite Vice-President: Terry Maher 

Interim Honorary Secretary: Terry Maher 

Honorary Treasurer: Anne Craig 

Public Officer: Dr. Philip Sharp 

Honorary Auditor: David Clark 

ExecuƟve CommiƩee:     Eric Carter, Deanna Fekete, Neil Holmes, Hugh McLeod, Barry Moynahan OAM,  
Barbara Ramjan, Dr. Philip Sharp, ScoƩ Turner & Kevin Wall. 

Scholarship EvaluaƟon CommiƩee:  Brian Guthrie, John Johnson, Terry Maher, Barbara Ramjan,  
& Phillip TiƩerton OAM. 
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PRESIDENT’S REPORT 

It is my great honour to present the President’s Report for the 92nd Annual 
General MeeƟng of the Union of Rowers for the year 2022 – 2023. 
I would first like to acknowledge the reƟrement of three stalwarts of the Union. 
Anne Craig has been our Treasurer for the past 13 years. Barry Moynahan OAM 
and Geoff McIntyre AM are both Past Presidents and currently ExecuƟve 
CommiƩee person and Patron, respecƟvely. I would like to extend to them the 
Union’s graƟtude for their hard work, wise counsel and outstanding service and 
commitment to both the Union and rowing in New South Wales over many 
years. They leave with our deep respect and best wishes for the future. 

Fortunately, Barry is not completely lost to us, as he has kindly agreed to become the Union’s new Patron. 
In November last year a presentaƟon was made to the family of our late archivist Louis Petrin in recogniƟon 
of Louis’s service and contribuƟon to the Union. Many of the Union’s older records, as well as those from 
several rowing clubs have now been removed from the Petrin family industrial unit at Gladesville, and a 
search for a new home for Louis’s collecƟon is a project underway. 
The development of young rowers conƟnues to be a core component of the Union’s acƟviƟes, and this year 
6 outstanding candidates were the recipients of our Youth Development Award Scholarships. Over 180 
scholarships have now been granted totalling in excess of $180,000 since 1992. The successful candidates 
were:- 

CharloƩe Botha 
CharloƩe comes from a family of successful athletes, with CharloƩe being no 
excepƟon. She is a strong water polo player, but tried rowing in Year 8 at 
Queenwood School for Girls. She has competed in Year 8 1st Quads, Year 9 1st 
Quads, SG 2nd 8+s and twice in the SG 1st 8+ for HOTR's. Over her Ɵme in the 
school she has been a two Ɵme NaƟonal Champion, and three Ɵme State 
Champion. She is the current holder of the school’s 2km record at 7.05. CharloƩe 
has trialled for and been selected to represent Australia at the Junior Worlds in 
the WU19 4+ in Paris this August. 

Dion Hansson 
Dion started rowing through Kieran Kobelke’s program at Balgowlah Boys’ - 
Northern Beaches SC. Dion is a good example of what rowing can do for young 
people providing the opportunity to make good life decisions by joining a positive 
process focused community and has diligently applied himself to excel in the sport. 
To quote the school Deputy “Thank God Dion found rowing”. Dion recently won 2 
gold medals (U19M2x & SB4x+) and a bronze (U19M4x) at the National 
Championships in Perth. Congratulations! The journey has given him focus through 
the turmoil of high school, and he is about to complete his HSC in a great position 
for what life has in store for him. Through the support of Mosman R.C; his coach 
and family Dion has set his sights on representing Australia in the near future. 

  Harrison Nichols 
Harrison came to rowing at Hunter Valley Grammar School in year 7, soon finding 
the sport a great fit for his competitive spirit and personal integrity. With injury and 
illness wreaking havoc amongst his seasons in junior years, 2023 has been 
Harrison’s breakthrough year, achieving national gold in the Men’s PR3 1x, Mixed 
PR3 2x and gold for NSW in the Men’s Interstate PR3 1x and achieving selection in 
the Australian PR3 Mixed 4+. He also won the MU19 1x at the Reindeer Regatta. 
Harrison is now balancing his training load and year 11 studies in preparation for 
the 2023 World Championships in Belgrade where they aim to qualify for the 2024 
Paris Paralympics. 
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Alexandra O’Brien 
Alex began her rowing at Loreto Normanhurst, with her first coach being current 
Oxford Blue Anna O Hanlon. She received Normanhurst's most outstanding rower 
award in 2019, 2020, 2021 and 2022. During this time, she began rowing at SUBC 
in their winter program, and continued from there. Alex moved to Queenwood 
School for Girls in Year 11 and slotted into the school’s 1st 8+ and 1st 4+. During 
her time in school Alex has been both a two time National and State Champion. 
According to Alex, Jack Hanley and Jeff Paterson have very much shaped her 
career path to getting to this point. She is also representing in the Australian 
U19W4+ in Paris from 2nd to 6th August. 

Addison Roles 
Addison was born and raised in New York, moving to Sydney in 2018. Addison 
has juggled athleƟcs, hockey and rowing throughout her schooling with 
Queenwood School for Girls. She has represented her school at HOTR in the 1st 
Year 8 Quad, 1st Year 9 Quad, SG 2nd 8+ and SG 1st 8+. This season she won 
NaƟonals in the CU17 1x represenƟng SUBC, won the CU17 8+ in the 
Queenwood 8+, and placed 3rd in the U17 4x+ in the Queenwood quad. Addison 
has two more years for Juniors ahead of her and will be pushing to get her Green 
and Gold within that Ɵme. 

Madeleine Swain 
Madeleine is a hardworking, dedicated young rower, who has been a driving force 
to St. Catherines School recent success. At 16, she is already a mulƟple state 
winner this season in the CSG 8+ and CSG 4x+ with a second place in the CWU17 
1x. At the NaƟonal Championships she was a member of the St. Catherine’s 
winning CWU19 8+ and was placed second in both the CWU19 4+ and CSG 8+. 
Undoubtedly a bright future lays ahead for her in the sport. In her 4th season of 
rowing Madeleine is currently training with the St. Catherine’s 1st 8+ which will 

compete at Henley Royal RegaƩa commencing on 27th June.  
Ages taken to 31st December, 2023. 

The Scholarship CerƟficates were presented at the Rowing NSW End of Season Dinner, where the recipients 
were then interviewed ‘on stage’ by MC for the night – Marcus Della Marta of Rowing NSW. Contained in my 
report are two ‘thank you’ leƩers from previous winners, which were very much appreciated by the 
CommiƩee.  
With the pandemic now in the ‘rear view mirror’ (albeit not enƟrely out of sight), and less extreme weather 
than previous years, an uninterrupted season of rowing and regaƩas at SIRC eventuated; these regaƩas being 
the main opportunity for our fund-raising raffles. A full report is contained within the Treasurer’s Report. I 
would like to thank all those from the rowing community who have supported these raffles, and also to our 
several benefactors who have so kindly and generously donated to the Union. 
I would like to acknowledge and thank Sydney Rowing Club and President Keith Jameson who have kindly 
allowed us the use of the premises for our ExecuƟve meeƟngs. 
Finally, I would like to thank the ExecuƟve CommiƩee for all their hard work this past year, with special 
menƟon to our Secretary Terry Maher for his Ɵreless work in keeping the show running. 
 
John Johnson 
President 2022-2024 
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MAJOR REGATTA RESULTS 

PLEASE GO TO https://www.nswrowers.com/news.html  FOR: 

FISA WORLD ROWING INTERNATIONAL REGATTA CALENDAR, EVENTS & RESULTS 
2023 AUSTRALIAN MASTERS CHAMPIONSHIP REGATTA RESULTS 
2023 RNSW MASTERS CHAMPIONSHIPS RESULTS   Day 1   Day 2 

2023 AUSTRALIAN ROWING CHAMPIONSHIPS W.A. RESULTS 
2023 RNSW STATE CHAMPIONSHIPS RESULTS  Day 1   Day 2   Day 3 

 

2022-23 OBITUARIES FROM THE ROWING COMMUNITY 
We are sadden to advise the passing of the athletes and coaches from the NSW rowing community:- 
John Ranch Olympic Silver Medalist and former member of Leichhardt and Sydney Rowing Clubs. 
Errol Braznell (UTS Haberfield); Peter ScarleƩ (UTS Haberfield) & John Treloar* (Newington Masters). 
Stephen Callaghan (St George) Harald Jahrling RNSW NSWIS & RA and recently Harold Kratz OAM* aged 96 (Lower 
Clarence). *= Union Member.    

We extend our condolences to their family and friends. 
 

LETTER FROM A 2022 SCHOLASHIPS HOLDER & REPRESENTATIVE ROWER 

Dear Secretary, NSW UNION OF ROWERS 
I write with regard to the generous award of funds that the Trust gave to me to assist with my development in 
Rowing. It was an honour to receive such an award and I have used it as follows in the past year:  
I was fortunate enough to be selected along with my crew mates from St AugusƟne's in the Australian Junior Rowing 
Team in the U19 Coxed Four.  
The funds mainly assisted me in paying for some of the seat fees for the opportunity to compete at the World Junior 
Championships in 2022 held in Varese Italy.  
This championship was preceded by two weeks of training at the European Training Centre, an outstanding rowing 
facility located on the Lago Varese course at Gavirate.  
The trip went from some intensive training in the cold on Lake Burley Griffin to the heat of Northern Italy, 
experiencing the longest drought and Europe-wide heatwaves of temperatures up to 40 degrees.  
The Lago di Varese is picturesque with the Italian Swiss Alps as a backdrop on a clear day, and a constant diet of pasta 
and pizza.  
The Championships included the U23 and the ART sent almost a full complement of crews so there was a fantasƟc 
atmosphere of a large team, training was fun and saƟsfying and excitement for the coming races built quickly.  
The progression was 1st to A Final in the Coxed Four, with rest to the repechage, then 1-2 to FINAL, the wind was up 
quite a bit in the heat and a solid race by the crew, placed us 1st with almost the fastest Ɵme. The crew from Turkey 
also placed 1st and the remainder of field repechage the next day with Hungary, South Africa, Italy, and Germany 
progressing. It was a great race, which you can watch at the 2:29:00s mark in the live stream. 2022 World Rowing 
Under 19 & Under 23 Championships, Varese, Italy - Day 7 (U19) - YouTube  
I hope to conƟnue to row in 2023 and your support in 2022 was much appreciated.  
 
Yours in rowing  
Joseph Lynch 
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ANOTHER LETTER OF APPRECIATION FOR A SHARP SERIES SCHOLARSHIP 

Dear Sharp Family and NSW Union of Rowers, 

I wanted to write and express my appreciation for the JB Sharp Memorial Series and the scholarship I was awarded 
last year. Last year I was only getting used to competing in a single and the JB Sharp Series really kickstarted my 
confidence and my season. I was in a close race with one of the Leichardt boys to win the U16 races, I think I won 
two and he won one on time trial format. It taught me a lot about competition and about being prepared.  
The course changes at Iron Cove also challenged my ability as a single sculler. After the series and the award of U16 
Male Rower I went on to win a lot of single scull races for my club Glebe and competed at SIRC all the time in all 
types of boats and with lots of different partners.  
Highlights were winning the Reindeer regatta and coming second in the NSW Sprints in a single scull. As far as School 
Rowing went, I think my confidence and results helped me get noticed by the coaches as I was lucky enough to get 
promoted to the First VIII a year early. It was a pretty big deal for those of us that got put up.  
Semi-finals at Nationals in the Double Scull was pretty awesome too and where a lot of my Scholarship money went! 
Perth was fantastic but the course was windy and awful, another time maybe we would have made the final. 
I thought it would be worth my while putting some of the scholarship towards a membership with the Union of 
Rowers, seeing as I have no plans to stop rowing anytime soon. 

Thank you for your help,  
Carter Clifton    3rd August 2023. 

2022-23 COMMITTEE REPORT 

With the easing of Covid 19 restricƟons the ExecuƟve was able to meet on five occasions with Sydney Rowing Club our 
host for those physically aƩending and Zoom Conferencing uƟlised by those distant or unable to be present. 
The following table lists aƩendances. 

Union Executive 19/10/2022 22/11/2022 1&6/3/223 6/06/2023 26/07/2023 TOTAL 
Anthony Brown   1 2 1 1 5 
Eric Carter 1   1     2 
Anne Craig 1     1 1 3 
Deanna Fekete           0 
Brian Guthrie   1 1 1 1 4 
Neil Holmes     1 1 1 3 
Liam James   1 1   1 3 
John Johnson 1 1 1 1 1 5 
Terry Maher 1 1 2 1 1 6 
Geoff McIntyre 1 1       2 
Hugh McLeod           0 
Barry Moynahan 1 1 1 1   4 
Barbara Ramjan   1 1 1   3 
Phil Sharp 1 1 2 1   5 
Phil Titterton 1 1 2 1 1 6 
Scott Turner 1 1       2 
Kevin Wall           0 

 

The ExecuƟve focused on several iniƟaƟves and issues requiring aƩenƟon and appointed the following Sub-CommiƩees 
at the October meeƟng. 
Recruitment – Geoff McIntyre AM Chair with Anthony Brown, Dr. Eric Carter, Deanna Fekete, Phillip TiƩerton, Kevin 
Wall, Hugh McLeod.  
Geoff undertook a drive to recruit former Bromley Trust recipients and naƟonal representaƟves to the Union. The next 
project is to post a financial membership lisƟng (by Club/School and name) on the website. This will answer the 
quesƟon “are they a member” and inform members of their status and when their renewal is due. 
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Fund Raising & Merchandise Clearance – Anne Craig Chair with Anthony Brown, Terry Maher, Dr. Eric Carter, ScoƩ 
Turner. 
Anne successfully promoted the Australian Sports FoundaƟon donaƟons. Unfortunately, she didn’t receive the support 
that’s necessary for the Scholarship Club Fund Raiser that is necessary to fund the Youth Scholarships. 
CongratulaƟons Terry O’Hanlon on winning this year’s raffle. 
Merchandise inventory has been greatly reduced following the clearance sale parƟcularly at the Taree Summer RegaƩa. 
Archives – Barry Moynahan Chair with Dr. Philip Sharp, Beverley Malone, Phillip Titterton, Keith Jameson, John 
Treloar (deceased) & Michael Kemp. 
The NSW Hall of Champions and the nominaƟon by RNSW of a female athlete. 
The Chairman pointed out that it had been decades since any rower/sculler had been inducted into the NSW Hall of 
Champions and proposed that two female athletes should be submiƩed for consideraƟon by RNSW (the submission 
authority). Correspondence was submiƩed to RNSW resulƟng in their Board forming a Sub-CommiƩee which decided 
to submit Jenny Luff as the first female nominee and canvas for other worthy nominees. 
The archives and heritage of the sport and the documents held by the late Louis Petrin need a new home. The Petrin 
family have generously provided storage for the club and RNSW documents, scrapbooks, records and memorabilia and 
can no longer provide the storage space. 
The Union has wriƩen to Penrith City Council seeking a suitable heritage site for the archives. The City Library have 
offered space for documentaƟon. 
Correspondence to Rowing NSW regarding the failure of the AssociaƟon’s ConsƟtuƟon to recognise that History and 
Archives as part of their core business was also sent and at the July ExecuƟve MeeƟng Liam James (RNSW Board 
Member) reported that they accepted that this was a failing and wanted to work with the Union to address the problem 
of preserving, storage and presenƟng the sport’s proud history. Liam is to liaise with the Union to that end. 
Social Functions & Excursions - Deanna Fekete Chair with Brian Guthrie, Neil Holmes, Kevin Wall, Barry Moynahan. 
Suggested excursions were made however no activity resulted. 
Constitution Review – Liam James Chair with Barbara Ramjan, Terry Maher, Dr. Peter Kim, Dr. Philip Sharp, Keith 
Jameson OAM. 
Liam James is preparing a draft revision of the Constitution to meet the requirements of the Department of Fair 
Trading. This will be adopted at a Special General Meeting prior to the next Annual General Meeting. 
Scholarship Evaluation Criteria Review - John Johnson Chair with Barbara Ramjan, Phil Titterton, Brian Guthrie and 
Terry Maher. 
The review has been completed and the new document waits adoption. 
Newsletter and Website. Terry Maher (Chair & website) with Deanna Fekete, Kim Rudder, Owen Nix. 
The Committee has been unable to recruit an editor for the “Come Forward” newsletter however the website has 
been expanded and now has Executive Meeting Minutes and major regatta results posted. 
As mentioned above a simple membership listing is also proposed for the website. 
 

TREASURER’S REPORT FOR THE YEAR ENDING 30th JUNE 2023 
The NSW Union of Rowers Inc finished the year to 30 June 2023 in a good financial posiƟon with a bank account balance 
at $16,893, and a term deposit of $40,000. 
This was achieved through significant merchandise sales at the Taree RegaƩa, and an increase in donaƟons through 
the ASF. Thanks go to ALL those who donated enabling the Union to conƟnue its valuable work. I wish to acknowledge 
Dr. Peter Kim for his regular donaƟons and SPM Plumbing (Simon McNamara) which funds the Para Rowing Scholarship 
Award. 
Scholarship Club Ɵcket sales are back to pre-pandemic levels with half the sales being made online and half at regaƩas.  
We welcomed 11 new members to the Union this year, in addiƟon to the six 2023 scholarship winners. The scholarship 
winners receive a 5-year free membership with their scholarship. Unfortunately, past scholarship winners are not 
renewing their membership aŌer the 5 years. This should be a good source of future memberships and we should 
encourage their involvement in the Union. 
Expenses remained steady with six scholarships awarded again this year.  
The accounts have been audited, with no issues being raised. I thank our Honorary Auditor, David Clark, for compleƟng 
the audit.  
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AŌer 13 years as Treasurer of the Union I have decided it is Ɵme to hand over that role to someone else. I wish the 
CommiƩee and the Union members all the best for the future. The work undertaken by the Union through supporƟng 
and encouraging aspiring young rowers is invaluable.  
Anne Craig 
Hon. Treasurer.   28 July 2023. 
 

NSW  UNION OF ROWERS INC.    
FINANCIAL REPORT    

1 JULY 2022 TO 30 JUNE 2023    

  2023 2022 

  $ $ 
Commonwealth Bank of Australia    
Cheque Account # 00801 400 (interest 
bearing)    
Balance as at 30 June 2023  16893 8836 

    
Commonwealth Bank of Australia    
Term Deposit No. 50093190    
Interest rate 2.25%p.a. matures on 8/7/23    
Interest paid to cheque account at maturity  40000 40000 

    
Stock on Hand  1405 2116 

    
STATEMENT OF RECEIPTS AND PAYMENTS    
FOR THE YEAR ENDED 30 JUNE 2023      

  2023 2022 

  $ $ 
Bank Balance at beginning of year  8836 5761 

    
Add Receipts    
Interest Term Deposit  160 282 
Merchandise  1110 685 
Newletter Advertising  0 80 
Donations/ASF  9523 6938 
Membership  1400 440 
Social/Fundraising  0 575 
Scholarship club  4300 865 

  16493 9865 

    
Less Payments    
Affiliation Fees  184 176 
Bank fees  2 16 
Merchandise  0 0 
Office of Fair Trading  50 48 
Presentation Event/AGM  600 550 
Scholarship Club  1000 0 
Youth Development Award  6000 6000 
Other  600 0  

 8436 6790 

    

Bank Balance at end of year  
         

16,893  
            

8,836  
 


